
II Li f e Along the Mi s s i s s i s s i s s i p p i ll

A t ' (sic . 1I 0h reallv? Well take t wo aspir i ns a ndnee up on a lme ~

call me in t he Sp r i ng . lI
) • b b 11 d H ' Ol ' dt ne r e was a a y ca e a ustl n l a y ,

who was a s tunt man wi th a stu nte d growth o n h is wor m- eate n shoulde r

named Fr e d . He had s ~ cre t dreams of being a sparrow and spe nding the

winte r s in Timbuktu , t oo . He h ad a dol ly named Fr e d r i na which he

dres s ed i n s wadd ling clo t he s and k e pt in t he trash compa c tor . He kept

a s t r ing t i e d arou nd h is fi nger i n hrope s he ld rememb e r s ome thing.

One afternoon a t 9:00 , the str i ng cu t o f f hi s circ u la t i o n o f ne ws 

letters , s o his mother cut o f f his i nde x f i nger , though the str ing

wa s t ied around his p inky, named Fre drick . So he 'vent to wor k , where

he ate a he a r t y lunch of he a r t , whi ch g a ve him a hear tburn and a

c l oth napkin . He wa s feeling nervous abou t a n upcoming date he had

las t n i g h t with a Southe r n belle who worked in a ch a pel towe r. He

was e xh i b i t i ng me mor ab l e emotions a s he re cal led an emot ional memory ,

hut t he exhibit c l o s e d o n Tue s day of next week . He had a v aluab l e

bu tterf l y co l l ect ion whi ch he kept i n h is stoma ch . One day , he s i ad

t o h is mothe r , "Hi . 1I She didn lt reply , and t hey have n 't spoken in

year s . As he wai ted f or t he t r ai n to l eave h i s livi ng room, he

whi pped up a toothpaste mi lkshake , t hen en joyed a he a r t le s s d inner

o f spinn ing-pipe soup and roast Long I s l a nd monkey wi th c ranbe r r y

sauce . In no t ime at al l , he was a s king s omeone fo r t he time . Wi t h

t h a t though t i n mind , he tie d a no t he r s t r i ng a r ou nd hi s finge r ,

h oping t o remember t h i s t i me . The last I he a r d , he had mi gra t ed

t o u npopu lated Al a s k a wi t h a penguin n amed Freddy , hoping to start

a ra ce of tuxedoe d race - c a r d r i ve r s . But I wouldn lt know f or sure ,

a s l Ive been de a f fo r yea r s .
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