Strive to become
socially colorblind

“Theidealsof
our country leave
noroomwhatsoev-
erforintolerance,
anti-Semitismor
bigotry ofany kind
—none.”-Ronald
Reagan

Afewyearsago,I
wroteacolumn
aboutmy DNA test
results (“Reasons
why bigotryisn’t forme,” WTE,
Dec. 31,2016). Within this column, I
-wrote, “Seriously, asyoureview the
DNA listof the many ethnic groups
thatexist within me, yousee thatI
could, without demonstrating some
form of self-hatred, discriminate
_ againstonly Native Americansand
Asians.”

Irecentlyreceived anelectronic
notice fromthe company that per--
formed my DNA test advising that
my DNA resultshave been “updat-
ed.” Intheinterestsoftranspar- -
encyand full-disclosure,Ineedto
reveal thatmy updated DNA report
statesIam 86 percent British, 11 per-
centIrish/Scottishand 3 percent
German.

Apparently, my prior testresults
erroneously reported that North Af-
rican, Jewish, Italian/Greek, Fin-
ish/northwest Russian, Iberian
Peninsula, Scandinavian and East-
ern European DNA existed within
me. Accordingly, there are many
more ethnic groupsIcannow dis-
criminate against without display-
ing some form of self-hatred.

AmInowmoreinclinedtobecome
abigoted individual? The answerto
this questionis an unequivocal “No!”

AsIwritethiscolumn,ithasbeen
twodayssince Iintroduced myself
tomy new granddaughter, Emery
Hope. Forabout 30 minutes, I held
herinmyarmsand watched her
sleep. AsIlookedintoherlittle an-

gelic face,I sensed there wereno
bigotry genes existing within her
physical or spiritual DNA. She en-
tered this world pure,innocentand
without guile. _

Ibelieve, withevery fiber of my
physical and spiritual being, that
bigotryis solely bornthroughnur-
ture, notnature. Again,aswe areall
children of one supreme Heavenly
Father, thereisnothing innate about
bigotry. Ourbigoted neighborsac-
quired their dysfunctional and de-
structive mindset through the evil
words and actions of others.

Nothing good ever has or ever will
occurbecause of bigoted attitudes
orbehavior. If you truly believe the
configuration of your mortal DNA
makes yousuperior toany of God’s
childrenwho are presently walking
upon our planet, Thumbly ask that
yourepentand promptly jettison
any and all of your discriminatory
thoughts and behavior.

Avastand magnificentuniverse
opens up tothose whoaccurately
perceive their fellow mortals forthe
eternal brothers and sistersthey
truly are.

Thispast November, my wife,
Trena,wasputting togetheralarge
Christmas package tosend toour
daughter, Tiffany, whowas serving
asamissionaryin California. Includ-
ed withinthe package was some
candy, nice clothes, money and a pair
of Christmas pajamas:Eachyear,
Trenasewsmatching Christmaspa-
jamas foreachof ourchildren, chil-
dren-in-law and grandchildren
(which, by my count, was 32 pairs for
2018).The 2018 Christmas pajamas
were extremely bright, and the bot-
toms contained many colorful emoji
images.

While Trena was preparing Tiffa-

ny’s Christmas package, shedecid-

ed she should also prepare a similar
package that wouldbe anonymously
giventoone of Tiffany’s fellow mis-
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sionaries. I emailed Tiffany’s mis-
sion presidenttoinquire ifhe would
bewilling togive the packagetoa
sister missionary of his choosing.
He graciously replied thathe would
indeed deliverthe package. He al-
ready knew who should receive our
Christmasgift. The game plan was
thatwe would never know whore-
ceived the gift and the sister mis-
sionary would never know where
the gift came from.

Trenaprepared asecond and fan-
tastic Christmas package filled with
lots of PEZ dispensers, PEZ candy,
exoticjelly beans, cash, gift cards,
clothes and a pair of the handmade
2018 Walker family Christmas paja-
mas. The package was mailed to Cal-
ifornia and was anonymously
delivered tothe sister missionary a
few days before Christmas.

It was about mid-January 2019
when Tiffany was spending the
nightinalarge apartment witha
group of sister missionaries. The
missionaries were awaiting trans-
ferstonew areas, which would take
place inthe morning. Tiffany was
wearing her Christmas PJ’sand
wasseatedinthe living room whena
missionary from Thailand named
Sister Ninhat stepped outof her
bedroom. She saw Tiffany and, in
broken English, declared, “No
way!”

Sister Ninhat owned amatching
pairofpajamas. She received them
aspart of ananonymous Christmas
gift. Animmediate and powerful
bond formed between ayoung
woman from Cheyenne and ayoung
woman from Thailand. Sistersinthe
Gospel and friends forever.

Wouldn’titbe a shame if unfound-
ed prejudice had robbed them of this
blessing?

John M. Wallcer is an attorney and lifelong |
Wyomingite who lives in Cheyenne. Email:
jwalkwyo7@gmail.com.





